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A Study on Conflict Talk from the Perspective of Adaptation-Relevance Theory

RUAN Li-bin, LIU Zheng-hui
(Guangdong Innovative Technical College, Dongguan Guangdong, 523960, China)

Abstract: This paper aimed at illustrating the specific occurrence process of conflict talk and its caused reasons under the guid-
ance of adaptation-relevance theory. The paper declares that in the process of verbal communication, if the interlocutors' information is
not mutual manifest, it would lead to the mismatch of their information used in the process of contextual assumption, adaptation-rele-
vance, and the process of optimal relevance which provide the possibilities of the occurrence of conflict talk. If they two continue their
dialogues and both believe that their benefits (quality need, social identity need, equity right and association right) are harmed, it
would lead to the occurrence of conflict talk.
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Willy: Did you see the ceiling I put up in the living
room?

Charley: Yeah, that is a piece of work. To put up a
ceiling is a mystery to me. How do you do it?

Willy: What is the difference?

Charley: Well, talk about it.
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Willy: You gonna put up a ceiling?

Charley: How could I put up a ceiling?

Willy: Then what the hell are you bothering me for?

Charley: You are insulting again.

Willy: A man who can not handle tools is not a
man. You are disgusting.

Charley: Dont call me disgusting, Willy.
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